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For Immediate Release

Local Volunteers Feeding, Sheltering, Helping Flood Victims with Clean-Up

Friday, September 16, 2011 — More than 8,000 Red Cross workers have served more than 2.1 million meals and snacks, distributed more than 344,000 comfort and clean-up items and provided more than 37,000 health and mental health services to people along the east coast, most recently in Pennsylvania, for those devastated by flooding.  More than 160 Ohio volunteers responded with 31 from the central Ohio region. Eight local volunteers are still among the thousands helping in NY, Mass., NH and Pa.

More than 500 people spent Thursday night in American Red Cross shelters, still unable to return to their homes after last week’s devastating flooding in Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey and Virginia.

Thousands more are dealing with the overwhelming task of digging mud and debris out of their homes, piling their belongings out on the street to be hauled away in trucks. Red Cross volunteers are there with them, distributing meals and handing out items like toothbrushes and shampoo, as well as clean-up items like mops, brooms, tarps, work gloves and garbage bags.

As relief operations continue in Pennsylvania, the Red Cross is also assisting those affected by flooding from the same storm in New Jersey, New York and Virginia, as well as those in Texas living in the areas touched by the devastating wildfires. The Red Cross is also still sheltering more than 100 people displaced by flooding in Minot, North Dakota since June.

The Red Cross response to these multiple disasters across many states will cost millions. If someone would like to help, they can visit www.redcross.org , call 1-800-RED CROSS or text the word REDCROSS to 90999 to make a $10 donation. Contributions may also be sent to their local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013.

About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.redcross.org or join our blog at http://blog.redcross.org
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