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For Immediate Release

Red Cross Service Center location set to change on Saturday 
September 24, 2010 – Beginning Saturday, the American Red Cross Service Center, in operation since tornadoes swept through Athens, Meigs and Perry counties last week, will operate from the Red Cross office  located at 100 S. May Ave. in Athens. Hours are:

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Sunday: Noon to 5 p.m.

Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Service Center at The Plains United Methodist Church will be open Friday until 7 p.m. 

Residents in Athens and Meigs counties, who have not met with a Red Cross representative, are encouraged to visit the Red Cross Service Center where Red Cross volunteers are available to discuss their disaster caused emergency needs. Financial assistance based on those needs, including money for clothes, food, medications and rental deposits, as well as tarps, bulk water, clean up kits, and comfort kits, containing basic toiletries are available.
Athens and Meigs county residents can call the Red Cross at (740) 593-5273 with questions. Residents in other counties should contact their local Red Cross office for help. 
“We estimate we will spend more than $200,000 on this relief operation,” explained Michael Carroll, CEO of American Red Cross of Greater Columbus “The Red Cross relies on financial donations from caring citizens to provide support quickly after disaster strikes, and frankly, I’m concerned that financial donations are not keeping pace with the scope of our relief operation,” he continued. “I urge citizens to donate whatever amount of money they can to help us bring aid to families in southeastern Ohio who need our help.” 

In addition to direct financial assistance, the Red Cross has provided more than 9,000 meals, 617 clean-up kits, 200 tarps, dozens of cases of water, comfort kits which include basic toiletries, and counseling for those struggling to deal with what has happened.
How the community can help
· You can help people affected by this storm as well as countless crises at home and around the world, by making a donation to support American Red Cross Disaster Relief. Your gift enables the Red Cross to prepare for and provide shelter, food, emotional support and other assistance in response to disasters. Visit www.redcross.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. Contributions may also be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013.
· Consider becoming a volunteer in your community so that you are in a better position next time to help those in need. To learn about Red Cross volunteer opportunities, visit http://columbus.redcross.org. 
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 100,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 19,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Kirt Walker serves as the board chair.
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