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For Immediate Release
American Red Cross Celebrates 15th Humanitarian of the Year

Sponsorships available for Red Cross Humanitarian of the Year luncheon

Wednesday, March 30, 2011 – A tradition that dates back to 1997 continues on May 3, 2011 as the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus honors Michael G. Morris, chairman and chief executive officer of American Electric Power (AEP) as its 15th Humanitarian of the Year. 

The list of individuals honored in the event’s 14 years represents the “Who’s Who” of Columbus. In 1997, the then president of the national American Red Cross, Elizabeth Dole, spoke at the first Humanitarian of the Year luncheon where Dimon McFerson was recognized for his contributions to making the Columbus community a better place to live, work and play. Other Humanitarians include Mr. John H. McConnell in 2000, Mr. Alex Shumate in 2003, the 2006 recipient, Ms. Nancy Jeffrey, and the third generation of the Ingram Family, founders of White Castle, in 2009.  Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein received the distinction last year.  
With lead corporate support from White Castle, Nationwide Insurance and AEP, Mike Morris will be honored at a luncheon on May 3, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency.  Individual seats and corporate tables are  available and can be purchased online at columbus.redcross.org. 
14 Years of Humanitarians 
	1997
	Dimon R. McFerson
	2004
	Teckie Shackelford

	1998
	John G. and Jeanne McCoy
	2005
	Robert J. Weiler, Sr.

	1999
	Frank Wobst
	2006
	Nancy Jeffrey

	2000
	John H. McConnell
	2007
	Ron and Ann Pizzuti

	2001
	Reverend Leon Troy, Sr. 
	2008
	Carl F. Kohrt

	2002
	Loann W. Crane
	2009
	Ingram Family

	2003
	Alex Shumate
	2010 
	Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein


The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 100,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 19,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Kirt Walker serves as the board chair.
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