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American Red Cross of Greater Columbus Welcomes
Officers and New Members to Board of Directors

July 13, 2010 – Kirt Walker (43054), president and chief operating officer of Nationwide Financial, has been elected Chair of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus Board of Directors. Walker was elected to the Board in 2007 and has led the critical Service Delivery Committee.

Throughout his career with Nationwide and Allied Insurance, Walker has observed first hand how American Red Cross can provide a vital lifeline when disaster strikes. This inspired him to become involved with the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. Previously he served as co-chair of a capital campaign for the Des Moines chapter of the American Red Cross. 

“I am honored and excited to take on this new challenge,” Kirt Walker said. "I look forward to the opportunity to support the critical mission of American Red Cross in our community.” 

Mary Navarro (43051), Senior Executive Vice President for Huntington National Bank, ended her two-year term as Chair of the Board of Directors of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus on June 30, 2010. She began her affiliation with the Red Cross in 2002 when she was elected to the Board. Over the last eight years, she has served on, and led, nearly every critical committee, including the chapter’s most important fundraising event, the Humanitarian of the Year.  As Chair in 2004, 2005 and 2006, Navarro led a team that raised over $811,000 to support the humanitarian outreach of the Red Cross, setting new records for the event each year. She also joined, and will continue her work with the Disaster Action Team, personally responding to local fires “24/7” throughout Franklin County.  

“Mary Navarro was an exemplary leader in her time as board chair for American Red Cross of Greater Columbus,” said Kirt Walker. “Her track record of successful fund raising and innovative leadership has raised the bar for all who follow her.” 

Elected Vice Chair was Jamie Richardson, (43050) Vice President, Corporate Relations at White Castle System. Re-elected Treasurer was Shah Hasan, Ph.D. (43026) Dean of Division of Business at Ohio Dominican University. Laurie Aquilina (43221) General Manager of Time Warner Cable Media Sales was elected Secretary. 

Newly elected Board members include:

· Elizabeth Heller Allen, EVP/Corp. Public Relations & Comm. Dir. Huntington National Bank 

· Bob Beasley, Managing Supervisor, Fleishman-Hillard (43065)
· Robert Corron, Director Energy Services, Delta Energy Services, LLC. (43035)
· Alan Demers, Vice President Property & Casualty Claims, Nationwide (43021)
· Ed Kruessel, Emergency Operations Center & Crisis Manager, Limited Brands 

· Erick Piscopo, HR Director & Community Relations Director, Advanced Drainage Systems (43026)
· Jonathan Ramsden, EVP and CFO, Abercrombie & Fitch 

· Kyle Rooney, VP and GM, Turner Construction 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 110,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 500 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 19,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community. Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Kirt Walker serves as the board chair.
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