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For Immediate Release

Free Transportation to Medical Appointments 
Available for Weinland Park Residents
Tuesday, June 1, 2010 - In an effort to reduce a leading barrier to obtaining health care, the Red Cross, with funding from Chase, offers reliable and safe transportation to and from medical appointments utilizing drivers trained in first aid, CPR and the use of already-installed child restraint seats. The service is available for residents in Weinland Park and their children. 
 

The Weinland Park neighborhood is bounded by Chittenden Avenue on the north, the Conrail railroad on the east, East Fifth Avenue on the south, and North High Street on the west. It includes almost 5,000 residents in just over 2,000 households1. 

Residents are encouraged to call the American Red Cross at (614) 253-6705 Monday through Friday 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to schedule a ride to their next dental, prenatal, pediatrician or family doctor visit. Rides must be scheduled at least 48 hours in advance. 
 

“Thanks to Chase, we were able to expand our Community Transportation Program to include the residents in Weinland Park, many of whom are single mothers and families without transportation, explains Michael Carroll, chief executive officer of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. “We hope to make it easier for these residents to get consistent medical care by not having to worry about how they are going to get to the doctor.”
The Red Cross stresses that this service is for routine medical appointments and should not be used for emergency medical needs. If residents experience a medical emergency, they should call 9-1-1.  

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community. Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.

# # #
1 Weinland Park Neighborhood Plan Executive Summary
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