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For Immediate Release

Third generation Ingram Family honored with 2009 Humanitarian of the Year award
Nearly 600 guests honor the Family at April luncheon event that raises $234,000
Editor’s Note: Photos of the event are available at http://columbus.redcross.org/Humanitarian_Photos.asp.
Additional photos and high-resolution copies are available by contacting Lynn Cook: 253-2740

May 8, 2009 - Ingram family members, Alice Ingram, Bill and Marci Ingram, Maryann and John Kelley and Nancy Sanford, received the American Red Cross 2009 Humanitarian of the Year award in front of nearly 600 community and business leaders on April 22, 2009 at the Hyatt Regency Columbus.  
Just prior to the luncheon, Columbus City Council member Troy Miller presented a Resolution to the Ingram Family.  

The Ingram Family business, White Castle, has been part of the Columbus community since 1934 and today’s family members exhibit the same sense of stewardship, compassion and caring they learned from their grandfather, father and mother before them. The family is committed to vital causes like education, literacy, homelessness, autism awareness and research and home meal delivery. Many local non-profits receive dedicated support from the Ingram-White Castle Foundation, including the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus.  

“Not only do they make a difference in our community,” commented Michael Carroll, CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus, “Alice, Bill, Marci, Maryann, John and Nancy instill their compassion and value of community involvement into fourth and fifth generation family members – carrying on the legacy that began with Billy Ingram in the 1920’s.” 

Thanks to individual ticket sales and corporate sponsors, including Humanitarian Sponsor - Battelle, Lead Corporate Sponsor - White Castle System, Inc., Gold Corporate Sponsors - Clear Channel Radio and Limited Brands Foundation, Major Corporate Sponsors - Grange Insurance, Huntington Bank, Nationwide and The Ohio State University, the event raised $234,000 for Red Cross programs and services. 

Like the Ingram family, the American Red Cross also impacts generations: teaching youngsters how to escape a burning home, teens gaining confidence through a babysitter’s training class, young parents learning first aid and infant/child CPR, older adults relying on us for transportation and in-home medical alert service and family members of all ages relying on their Red Cross to keep them connected with their service member.  

In its’ 13th year, the Humanitarian of the Year is an honor bestowed upon those whose efforts to prevent suffering and protect life and health have improved lives in greater Columbus. “You don’t have to look beyond our own communities to find great humanitarians,” Carroll said.  “Alice, Bill, Marci, Maryann, John and Nancy have answered the call from generations before them, giving to our community in ways that have profound impact on people’s lives.” The Ingram family joins the following Humanitarian of the Year recipients: Dimon R. McFerson, Alex Shumate, John G. and Jeanne McCoy, Teckie Shackelford, Frank Wobst, Robert J. Weiler, Sr., John H. McConnell, Nancy Jeffrey, Rev. Leon Troy, Sr., Ron and Ann Pizzuti, Loann W. Crane, and Carl F. Kohrt. 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 600 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 97,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent more than 800 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 19,600 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.

Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.

# # #
Editor’s Note: Photos of the event are available at http://columbus.redcross.org/Humanitarian_Photos.asp.
Additional photosand high-resolution copies are available by contacting Lynn Cook: 253-2740

[image: image1.jpg]



Front Row (l to r): Maryann Kelley, Nancy Sanford.  
Back Row (l to r) John Kelley, Alice Ingram, Marci Ingram and Bill Ingram.
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