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Give your Buckeye blood for football tickets
A chance to win free tickets to an OSU home game 

As the 2010 Ohio State football season kicks off, the American Red Cross will give away a pair of tickets to each of the home football games including a grand prize ticket pair to the Ohio State – Michigan game.
While Ohio State – Michigan game tickets have been offered in past years, this is the first time blood donors have the chance to win tickets to any OSU home game all season long. Those who come to give blood between August 14 and November 19 can enter to win one of seven separate drawings for home game tickets with a grand prize drawing for the Ohio State - Michigan game hosted on November 27. 
“This is a great way to show your team spirit for Ohio State and support your community by donating blood,” said Rodney Wilson, communication manager for the Central Ohio Blood Services Region of the American Red Cross.  

“August is often a challenging month to keep enough blood on hand for medical needs,” explained Wilson.  “Busy summer schedules often mean a dip in blood donations.”  Already this summer the Red Cross has seen a 10 percent dip in donations, representing about 1,000 donations short from the target.  Right now the Red Cross has an urgent need for donors of types O-negative, A-negative and B-negative.  

The Red Cross hopes the chance to win OSU football game tickets will help recruit blood donors in Central Ohio to support patients at 41 area hospitals.  The Red Cross urges people to donate blood before the end of the month of August in order to be entered to win a pair of tickets to the opening game on Thursday, Sept. 2 against Marshall.  
The need for blood is constant. Trauma victims, cancer patients, premature babies and children who suffer from sickle cell disease often need blood products to survive every day here in the central Ohio community.  Every two seconds someone in America needs blood, and in Central Ohio alone, the Red Cross needs more than 650 donors each day to support patients at area hospitals.
To learn more about the OSU ticket promotion, visit www.redcrossblood.org/centralohio. 
To find a blood drive opportunity, contact the Red Cross at redcrossblood.org or 1-800-RED-CROSS.
How to Donate Blood

To schedule an appointment to donate please contact us at redcrossblood.org or 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). If you are at least 17 years of age (16 with parental consent in some states), meet height and weigh requirements (at least 110 pounds based on height) and are in good general health, you may be eligible to donate blood. All donors need to present positive identification. 
About the American Red Cross

The Central Ohio Blood Services Region serves 27 counties, and needs to collect about 650 pints of blood each day to meet patient need in 41 hospitals.  In addition to providing blood to our community, the American Red Cross also provides relief to victims of disaster, trains millions in lifesaving skills, serves as a communication link between U.S. military members and their families, and assists victims of international disasters or conflicts.   08/10AP0857
###
The need is constant. The gratification is instant. Give blood.™ 

