[image: image1.jpg]American
Red Cross
of Greater Columbus





For Immediate Release

Centro Esperanza Latina and American Red Cross Present 

Day of Disaster Preparedness
June 23, 2010 -   Centro Esperanza Latina and the American Red Cross are partnering to bring a day of disaster preparedness presentations, hands-on demonstrations and fun in the sun on Friday, June 25th from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Centro Esperanza Latina 2300 Sullivant Ave., Columbus 43204.
There will be a puppet show, hand washing and disaster preparedness activities for the kids. There will also be a disaster preparedness presentation for the adults in Spanish. In addition, representatives from the American Red Cross, the Columbus Fire Division, Sheriff’s Office, Ohio Health and the OSU Extension Health Pregnancy program will be present to highlight their services. 

“The recent severe weather in the Toledo area that killed six people and injured some 25 more, and flash flooding in an Arkansas campground that swept many away in the angry waters, are heart-wrenching reminders that taking steps to become prepared is as important as ever,” commented Michael Carroll, CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. 
Visit columbus.redcross.org to learn how to Be Red Cross Ready.
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.

Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.
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