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For Immediate Release

Red Cross Making Preparations as 
Tropical Storm Ida Heads toward Gulf Coast 
                                                                
Columbus, November 9, 2009 – The American Red Cross is preparing for Tropical Storm Ida to make landfall along the Gulf Coast, opening shelters in Alabama, Florida, Louisiana and Mississippi. Residents in those states should heed the warnings of local officials, especially if evacuation orders are issued. 

Although recently downgraded from a hurricane, Tropical Storm Ida is packing 70 mph winds and heavy rain and is expected to make landfall along the northern Gulf Coast Tuesday morning and then turn toward the east.  Tropical storm warnings are issued from Louisiana to the Florida Panhandle and governors in Louisiana and Florida have declared states of emergency.  
Michael Carroll, CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus, offers this advice, “If you have family in the path of this storm, please encourage them to access the Red Cross Safe and Well web site - an online tool that those affected by disaster can use to register their status.  If there is no internet access, people can ask a loved one to register for them, or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to register,” Carroll continued.  If family members know someone’s telephone number or complete home address, they can search the site for messages posted by those who register. 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus has 355 trained volunteers - local citizens - who can respond to large disasters like Hurricane Ida.  When the storm hits and Red Cross volunteers already in the impacted areas can assess damages, requests to other Red Cross chapters for qualified volunteers might be issued. At such time, local volunteers may be asked to respond. 
If you are interested in becoming a Red Cross volunteer so that you can offer help after disasters like Hurricane Ida, please contact your local Red Cross chapter. Visit www.redcross.org to find your local chapter and for information on how to be prepared for disasters.
About the American Red Cross:

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.redcross.org or join our blog at http://blog.redcross.org.
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