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For Immediate Release

Community Members Honored for Volunteer Efforts
Editorial Note: Photo’s are available for all award winners. 

June 30, 2010 – At its recent annual meeting and volunteer celebration event, the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus (ARCGC) recognized outstanding volunteers:
Kim Tolliver was presented with the Ann Magnussen Award, the highest honor of nursing achievement, by her sister, Sharon Groves, who is also a Red Cross volunteer. A volunteer since 2007, Kim was a driving force in the creation and implementation of H1N1 training material, helping educate nearly 800 people in Franklin County about H1N1. She traveled to Hocking County to serve as a nurse in a Red Cross emergency shelter there and steps up to help whenever she is asked.    Home Zip Code: 43214

Gene List received the Exceptional Volunteer Service Award, the chapter’s highest recognition for volunteer services, for his involvement with the Red Cross in Pickaway County.  Home Zip Code: 43103
Faye Thompson was presented with the Health and Safety Services Award for her effort to improve Red Cross Health and Safety Services to the public.  Home Zip Code: 43026
Marjie Kukor received the National Disaster Preparedness & Response Volunteer Award. She has worked alongside Red Cross National staff to develop materials for mental health and most recently counseled volunteers on the emotions they would likely experience upon arriving to help in Haiti.  Home Zip Code: 43146
Betsy Blake received the Volunteer Fundraiser of the Year Award for the second consecutive year.  Blake demonstrated exceptional leadership in coordinating, motivating and successfully completing fund-raising efforts.  Blake is known as dedicated leader, and served as the Chair of the 22nd Annual American Red Cross Golf Classic held in August of 2009, which raised more than $240,000 to support Red Cross programs and services.  Home Zip Code: 43035

Jamie Richardson received the Volunteer Fundraiser of the Year Award.  A vice president at White Castle Systems, and a member of the Red Cross Board of Directors, Jamie brought to the Humanitarian of the Year fundraising event what he brings to everything he does – a creative approach and a lot of fun. He led the sales team to exceeding the budgeted goal by $10,000, raising nearly $260,000.  Home Zip Code: 43050
Bob Criswell and Susan Schweitzer received the Partnership Award, an award that exemplifies and promotes cooperative partnership between volunteers and employees. Bob is a 13-year veteran volunteer who leads teams of volunteers at the scene of many home fires and has worked on numerous national disasters.  Susan has volunteered with the Red Cross since 2009. She works with Bob to ensure that Red Cross disaster response vehicles are maintained and supplied with the materials needed when traveling to a disaster scene to help families.  Home Zip Code:  Bob Criswell – 43227; Susan Schweitzer – 43221

Nationwide received the Philanthropist of the Year award, given to recognize an organization, corporation or foundation that best exemplifies the spirit of charitable giving. Nationwide Foundation has supported Red Cross disaster services for more than 25-years. This year’s gift totals $1.54 million. It’s the largest single gift from a corporation or foundation and will be divided among 17 Red Cross chapters for disaster readiness and response activities.  Nationwide has also been a strong supporter of the Red Cross blood program since the Central Ohio Region began taking blood in 1958. In 1995, Nationwide opened the first Red Cross corporate donor center at its headquarters and has funded three new blood busses in Columbus, Nashville and Charlotte. The Foundation also donated $150,000 for Haiti earthquake relief and recovery earlier this year and recently donated $100,000 to help people affected by the floods in Tennessee. Representing Nationwide at the meeting was Michael J. Robinson, the Director of Corporate Citizenship at Nationwide Insurance. 
Mary Navarro, Vice President at Huntington Bank and Red Cross Board Chair, recognized Richard Sims for his sixty-years of service to the Red Cross. During that time, Sims served as chapter chair from 1977 to 1979. He initiated a Red Cross Teenage Volunteer Program to support hospitals and he remained a volunteer ever since. During his 39-year career at Doctor’s Hospital, including some time as CEO, Sims made sure that the Red Cross received the support needed to provide services in the county.  Home Zip Code: 43220
Visit columbus.redcross.org to learn how you can get involved today. 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.
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