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For Immediate Release

Forest Park Fifth Grader Honored
Columbus, November 23, 2009 – Donovan Lewis, a fifth grader at Forest Park Elementary School, was honored at a school assembly on Nov. 19th by representatives from the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and the Columbus Division of Fire for his winning entry in the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus Annual Fire Prevention Poster Contest. 

Columbus elementary school students submitted fire safety-themed art in the spring. Winners were announced during Fire Prevention Week in October.  Donovan’s artwork and message, “Once Out, Stay Out, Stay Safe!” was deemed one of five that best conveyed the message of safe practices as it relates to fire prevention and family disaster planning.
Donovan and his family received fire safety items compliments of program sponsor, Lowe’s, and a professional framed print of his original artwork. In addition, the school received a copy of the framed print and a certificate of appreciation for participating in the contest. 
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 110,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 500 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 19,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.

# # #
Editor’s Note: Donovan Lewis resides in zip code 43229. Forest Park Elementary School is located at 5565 Sandalwood Blvd., 43229. 
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