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For Immediate Release

Volunteers Needed for Pandemic Flu Education
Help the community prepare for H1N1

Columbus, Sept. 18, 2009 – The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is asking for the community’s help as it prepares to respond to requests for pandemic flu information. Residents with a medical or health education background are encouraged to contact their Red Cross to become part of a community education cadre of volunteers focused on pandemic flu. 

The 2009 H1N1 influenza virus has caused the first influenza pandemic in more than 40 years. Concern that this strain of influenza will cause this flu season to be worse than normal had led to local agencies stepping-up their preparedness and planning efforts.  Working alongside area health departments and emergency planning agencies, the Red Cross hopes to build its’ volunteer base in order to increase the amount of education it can provide around pandemic flu, and specifically, H1N1. 
In addition to a medical or health related experience, volunteers must have experience in making group presentations, be at least 18-years-old, have their own transportation and be able to commit to making a minimum of two presentations per month to civic, faith based, businesses, high schools and other groups. Training and materials will be provided. 

Please call (614) 253-2740 ext. 2218 to begin the volunteer application process. Visit columbus.redcross.org for additional information about this volunteer opportunity. 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community. Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.
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