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For Immediate Release

 Red Cross Responding to Hurricane Earl in Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands 
Storms Causing Dangerous Rip Currents Along East Coast
August 30, 2010 – The American Red Cross is keeping a close watch on Hurricane Earl as the storm gains strength in the Atlantic Ocean, threatening the Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, with possible effects along the East Coast later this week.

Earl is a Category 3 hurricane, with sustained winds hitting 125 mph, and is expected to gain strength over the next few days. The Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico are in the storm’s direct path and could see storm surges as high as five feet with four to eight inches of rain. These rains could cause life-threatening floods and mudslides.

Earl is the second storm to move through the Atlantic in the last few days, coming on the heels of Hurricane Danielle. Though Danielle’s threat has weakened, the storm is still causing winds as high as 75 mph and will remain a powerful storm in the North Atlantic for the next several days. There is a good chance of a third storm forming out of a new low pressure system which would move in behind Earl.

“This year, hurricane season was predicted to be very busy and the Red Cross is prepared if those forecasts come true,” reported Joe Becker, senior vice president, Red Cross Disaster Services. “We are on the ground in the U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, supporting local Red Cross efforts there. Disaster relief supplies are ready in warehouses in both areas. We are also finalizing response preparations with local, state and federal government agencies along the East Coast should the storm head for the U.S. mainland.”

The Red Cross Saturday deployed to the U.S. Virgin Islands a seven-member disaster relief team with experience in logistics, feeding, mass care and operations. This morning, Red Cross and government partners opened four shelter facilities: one on St. Thomas and St. Croix, and two on St. John. The shelters are staffed with Red Cross and government workers and have cots, blankets, and food in them.  In addition, there is a Red Cross warehouse on St. Thomas stocked with additional disaster relief supplies that are ready to be dispatched where needed. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) predicts between 4 to 6 major hurricanes this year. Major hurricanes are Category 3, 4 and 5 storms that do the most damage—such as Hurricanes Andrew, Katrina, Rita and Wilma—with winds in excess of 100 miles per hour. 
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These predictions bear an eerie resemblance to the 2004 and 2005 hurricane seasons, when multiple major hurricanes, including Katrina, struck the U.S. More than 35 million people live in regions vulnerable to Atlantic hurricanes, and many in the Gulf coast region are already experiencing hardship as a result of the oil spill.

“We’ve all seen the predictions for this year’s hurricane season, and it’s worrisome,” said Michael Carroll, CEO at the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus.  

Readiness is a big part of disaster relief. The Red Cross already has pre-positioned equipment and materials near areas that could be hit by Hurricane Earl.  In addition, the Red Cross frequently moves supplies and people closer to an area threatened by a hurricane so they can be ready to respond quickly. These preparations cost money, and those funds have to be available long before a storm strikes. 

“The Red Cross spends about $450 million a year responding to nearly 70,000 disasters across the country – floods, wildfires, tornados and home fires,” said Carroll. “We’re asking people to click, text or call to support Red Cross disaster relief. Every single donation brings hope to people in need.” 

You can help people affected by disasters like floods, fires, tornadoes and hurricanes, as well as countless crises at home and around the world, by making a donation to support American Red Cross Disaster Relief. Your gift enables the Red Cross to prepare for and provide shelter, food, emotional support and other assistance in response to disasters. Visit www.redcross.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. Contributions may also be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013.
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