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For Immediate Release

Red Cross Course Helps Home Pool Owners Keep Swimmers Safe
Recent drowning reinforces the need for safety 
August 11, 2009 – The American Red Cross and the National Swimming Pool Foundation have partnered to develop a new course designed to prepare home pool and hot tub owners to keep everyone safe this summer. The course, Home Pool Essentials: Maintenance and Safety, covers the basics of operating a home pool or hot tub, raises awareness of how to make a safer pool environment and teaches basic rescue techniques. This course is especially important in light of the latest statistics for drowning of children less than 5 years of age. According to the Consumer Product Safety Commission, of the nearly 300 children who died last year, 79 percent occurred in residential pools.
We all know that swimming pools and hot tubs can mean hours of fun for the whole family. But it is important that owners take steps to reduce the risks that go along with ownership, such as injury, illness or drowning. The online Home Pool Essentials course takes approximately two-hours to complete and features interactive video demonstrations and links to online resources. The goals of the course are to:

· Inform about how a pool works, including how to clean and care for the filter. 
· Help identify common water problems and how to manage them including water testing, water clarity, water sanitation and disinfecting.
· Raise awareness of the risks associated with pool and hot tub ownership, especially for those with children. 
· Provide resources participants can use to create a safer environment.
· Teach the basics of how to respond to an emergency including reaching, throwing and wading assists.
“This course is a must-have for home pool and hot tub owners. Water safety is not just for the public pool or beach. This course covers safety topics specific to home pool and hot tubs, making it easy for families to be safe in the water at home this summer,” says Scott Gerding, Aquatics Coordinator for the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. For $19.95 course participants gain access to the course materials for six months, along with a printable resource guide and a record of completion. This course is available online at www.HomePoolEssentials.org. The American Red Cross also offers additional water safety training including Learn to Swim, a program that teaches participants how to swim skillfully and safely. Visit columbus.redcross.org to learn more. 
National Swimming Pool Foundation
The National Swimming Pool Foundation (NSPF), founded in 1965, is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to improving public health worldwide by attracting more people to safer aquatic environments. NSPF is committed to providing public health by encouraging healthier living through aquatic education and research. The NSPF is the leading educator for pool and hot tub professionals who service and operate public and private pools and hot tubs, and for public health officials who are responsible for pool safety. The NSPF has certified over 200,000 pool operators to date. 
American Red Cross of Greater Columbus
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 600 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 97,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent more than 800 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 19,600 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair. 
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