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For Immediate Release

Robinson Foundation Grant Improves Communication Capabilities  
Columbus June 14, 2010 – The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus has been awarded a $5000 grant from the Robinson Foundation to enhance communication technology used to prepare for and respond to disasters. 
With the Robinson Foundation grant, the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus will make enhancements to communication technology allowing timely and accurate disaster response efforts. Enhancements include switching from communicating over complicated two-way radios to establishing a local wireless telephone system. Once the improvements have been made, there will be clearer communication between Red Cross chapters in the disaster area, and the ability to quickly put Red Cross volunteers to work from other areas to fill critical positions during the response effort.

Last year the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus assisted 528 families during 356 disaster operations. “Communication and technology play a significant role in our operation. We need to communicate fast and effectively”, said Michael Carroll, American Red Cross CEO. The Robinson Foundation grant will help us purchase technology that will expand our scope and improve the effectiveness of our operation”.
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community. Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.
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