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For Immediate Release

Local Woman Leaves for Tennessee
Part of the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Effort in the South

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 — A Red Cross worker leaves today to join the relief effort after a powerful weather system generated tornadoes and caused severe flooding across the South. Another local Red Cross volunteer is already working in Alabama. 
The American Red Cross continues to feed and shelter people who fled their homes in Tennessee, Kentucky, Alabama and Mississippi after a severe weather system caused flooding and tornadoes to hit the area over the weekend. Hardest hit is the state of Tennessee where torrential rains have swamped much of the state.
As of Monday morning, the Red Cross and its partners had 28 shelters open across the South. Nearly 1,000 Tennesseans stayed at a shelter on Sunday night. Seventeen shelters remained open Tuesday night with 515 residents. 

“As the water recedes, we will see just how much damage has occurred,” said Michael Carroll, chief executive officer of the American Red Cross or Greater Columbus.  Floods are typically long-term relief operations, given that waters can take days to recede and can wreak devastating damage on homes. “We have been focused on providing meals and a safe place to stay, and now Red Cross volunteers will begin assessing the damages incurred by residents and providing Red Cross financial assistance and resources to help with their clean-up.” 

Customers of participating wireless carriers can text “REDCROSS” to 90999 to make a $10 donation to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. Donations will appear on customers’ monthly bills or be debited from a prepaid account balance. Message and data rates may apply. Depending on the carrier, individuals can donate two or three times per month. 
Help people affected by disasters like the recent floods and tornadoes in the South, by donating to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. On those rare occasions when donations exceed Red Cross expenses for a specific disaster, contributions are used to prepare for and serve victims of other disasters. Your gift enables the Red Cross to prepare for disasters and provide shelter, food, emotional support and other assistance to victims of all disasters. Call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish). Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund may be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. Internet users can make a secure online contribution by visiting redcross.org.
About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit columbus.redcross.org. 
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