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For Immediate Release

Nationwide and American Red Cross 
Finalists for U.S. Chamber Partnership Award
Cast Your Vote in the 2009 Corporate Citizenship Awards
Columbus, Sept. 17, 2009 – Nationwide Insurance, in partnership with the American Red Cross, has been selected as a finalist for a prestigious corporate citizenship award by the U.S. Chamber Business Civic Leadership Center (BCLC).  The Nationwide Insurance and Red Cross partnership is a finalist for the Partnership Award, one of the BCLC’s 2009 Corporate Citizenship Awards. Winners will be selected through online voting.

Nationwide Insurance has partnered with the Red Cross to support disaster and biomedical services for more than 25 years. As a longstanding member of the Red Cross Annual Disaster Giving Program, Nationwide Insurance Foundation helps the Red Cross build a reliable funding base for disaster relief services. This enables the humanitarian organization to respond immediately to disaster victims’ needs anywhere in the United States. 

Most recently, the Nationwide Insurance Foundation awarded the American Red Cross $1.7 million to support local and national disaster preparedness and response and to fund three new blood collection vehicles.  
In addition to supporting Red Cross disaster services, Nationwide employees generously donate their blood to help the Red Cross maintain a sufficient blood supply. The first Red Cross corporate on-site blood collection center is located at Nationwide’s headquarters in Columbus, where community members and employees can donate blood during the week. Nationwide also hosts blood drives at 17 of its field offices. 

In Franklin County, Nationwide employees supply approximately 9.5 percent of the county’s blood supply. 

How to Vote

You can help decide the winner by casting your vote today through November 6. Here’s how:

1. Go to the BCLC’s voting Web site.  (www.bclcvote.com)
2. Create a user profile (your email address) and a password in order to vote. (Your email address will not be used to send you mail. It is simply used as a unique identifier.)

3. Select the partnership you want to read more about and/or vote for. 

After you vote, forward the contest out to your Facebook page and your Twitter followers and invite others to vote for the partnership. Each user profile is allowed only one vote per partnership. 

- more - 

Nationwide and American Red Cross – Add one

The award winner will be announced at the Corporate Citizenship Awards Dinner, to be held December 1 in Washington, D.C.  

Show your support of the Nationwide Insurance’s partnership with the Red Cross by voting today!

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.redcross.org or http://columbus.redcross.org.

BCLC is the U.S. Chamber’s resource and voice for business’ social and philanthropic interests. Its mission is to advance the positive role of business in society. The U.S. Chamber is the world’s largest business federation representing more than 3 million businesses and organizations of every size, sector, and region.
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