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For Immediate Release
American Red Cross Celebrates AmeriCorps Week

Monday, May 10, 2010 – American Red Cross will join the nationwide celebration of AmeriCorps Week, May 8-15, spotlighting the vital work done by AmeriCorps members in communities across Ohio since the national service program began 16 years ago.

“We are proud to be part of AmeriCorps and grateful for the AmeriCorps members who 

are getting things done,” said Michael Carroll, chief executive officer of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus.  “AmeriCorps members have made a tremendous impact allowing us to extend our outreach and services.” 

Since 1994, 637,000 men and women have joined AmeriCorps, and they have given more than 770 million hours of service to their country.  

To mark AmeriCorps Week, a number of events are happening around the state, including a clean-up project at the newly reopened Barack Recreation Center, 580 Woodrow Ave., Columbus on Thursday, May 13 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Community residents are invited to stop by and learn about AmeriCorps programs.

AmeriCorps works through existing organizations and helps them reach more people and better achieve their mission.  In 2009, the nation’s 75,000 AmeriCorps members recruited 2.4 million community volunteers to serve alongside them in some 3,300 nonprofit, faith-based and community organizations across the country.

AmeriCorps members at the Red Cross recruit volunteers, educate children and adults about the importance of disaster preparedness, help the organization train its’ volunteers and community members and much more.  [
AmeriCorps members typically remain actively engaged in their communities once their service is complete. They not only can be counted on as volunteers, but they also run nonprofits, marshal resources within their communities to address difficult issues, and frequently pursue public service careers.  

Visit http://columbus.redcross.org to learn more about AmeriCorps and the program at the Red Cross. 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.

Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.
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