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For Immediate Release
Red Cross Volunteer 
Assists with Haiti Disaster Response
Available for interviews through mid-February
Columbus, Feb. 4, 2009 - Tenured American Red Cross disaster respondent Bonnie Gillespie arrived in Port-au-Prince, Haiti Tuesday to assist ongoing relief efforts following the January 12 earthquake that destroyed much of the nation’s capital.  Gillespie brings years of experience working on international relief operations to the Red Cross teams on the ground, including working in Banda Aceh in the wake of the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami.  Gillespie will be available for scheduled interviews regarding the ongoing work of the American Red Cross and other partners in Haiti.  

WHAT:  Bonnie Gillespie, experienced American Red Cross disaster respondent available for interviews on relief effort in Haiti. 

WHERE: Port-au-Prince, Haiti – Red Cross operations center

WHEN:  Thursday, February 4 – Saturday, February 20, 2010
HOW:  Email the following details to CookL@usa.redcross.org:
· Request date(s), time slot(s)

· Taped/live feed, broadcast channel, inquiry deadline

· Requester contact information including direct phone, email

· Name of organization

· Availability of crew member on ground or required use of feed

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:  Most recently Gillespie has worked as an Advocacy Director for the Johns Hopkins University Center for Communications programs leading strategic communication efforts in Washington and globally for increased funding for global health programs. Gillespie also has years of experience working with American Red Cross disaster relief operations.  She has responded to more than 30 international disasters, and has also travelled throughout Africa as a Red Cross Measles Initiative team member.  

Gillespie received her undergraduate degree from Delta State University in Mississippi and taught English in China upon graduation.  She later received her master’s in journalism at Johns Hopkins University. She is a trained in psychosocial support crisis intervention and malaria programming and continues to work as a professional photographer and freelance writer when her schedule permits. 

Other American Red Cross resources are available for your use through redcross.org.  

· Red Cross photography is available online in our Photo Library or Flickr site. 
· Video content is available on our Media-Video Library or YouTube site. 
· Press releases and other stories are available on our website and in our blog and disaster newsroom channels.   
- more -

About the American Red Cross:

The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation's blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.redcross.org or join our blog at http://blog.redcross.org.
Note to Editor: This volunteer is NOT a local volunteer. She is not a resident of central OH. 
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Contact: Lynn Cook �614.253.2740 ext. 2477 Cell: 614.332.4929
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