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For Immediate Release

Last Minute Gift that Could Save the Life of a Loved One

American Red Cross Helps Seniors Live Independently with the Philips Lifeline Medical Alert Service

Columbus, Dec. 15, 2009 – Looking for that last minute gift for a parent or grandparent who has everything? Available through the American Red Cross, the Philips Lifeline Medical Alert Service offers the gift-giver peace of mind that when they aren’t around, their loved one is just the push of a button away from receiving assistance during a medical emergency. 
Lifeline is a service that allows the wearer to summon help at the push of a button, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  In the case of an emergency, such as a fall, the subscriber pushes the button activating the CarePartner Communicator, which connects to a trained response associate who quickly assesses the situation and dispatches assistance.  Philips Lifeline is the only medical alert service to offer a senior-friendly cordless phone option. The Philips Lifeline Cordless Phone Communicator is designed to support the independence of seniors with limitations in dexterity, vision or hearing and makes a perfect gift for the holidays. 

On average, one of every three adults over age 65 falls each year, making falls the most common cause of death or injury in the home. The Lifeline service gives those living alone, family members and caregivers increased peace of mind not only during the holidays but every day of the year. 

 “Through our Community Transportation Program and Philips Lifeline, the American Red Cross is committed to helping seniors remain living in their homes safely. We are especially driven during this holiday season to help at-risk seniors remain independent, so that they can share in the festivities with their family and friends in the homes that they love,” said Michael Carroll, CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. 

For information or to order the Lifeline service for you or someone you love, please call the American Red Cross Lifeline program at 1-800-959-6989. There is special holiday offer until January 31, 2010 for first month free and free installation – a $125 value when you mention code: DD5.
- more -

American Red Cross – Add One

About the American Red Cross 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community. Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.

About Philips Lifeline 

Part of Philips Home Healthcare Solutions, Philips Lifeline is the leading medical alert service, dedicated to helping give seniors more confidence and peace of mind to live independently in their own homes. The Lifeline service is offered by more than 2,500 healthcare and community organizations and provides services to more than 700,000 subscribers.   
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