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For Immediate Release

American Red Cross offers H1N1 education
Columbus, Nov. 3, 2009 – The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is offering H1N1 education to community groups in a coordinated effort with the Franklin County Board of Health and Columbus Public Health to prevent the spread of the influenza virus. 
Interested individuals can submit a presentation request at columbus.redcross.org or can call     (614) 253-2740 ext. 2540. Presentations are approximately thirty to forty minutes in length and are geared for adults. Groups of eight or more are preferred. 

The mission of the American Red Cross is helping people prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies. The Red Cross not only responds to tens of thousands of disasters each year, but also has responded to many public health emergencies in the past such as the influenza pandemic of 1918. 
“We are in a unique position to support our public health partners in educating the community about common sense public health practices that will reduce the spread of both the H1N1 virus and the seasonal flu virus,” explained Michael Carroll, CEO of the ARC of Greater Columbus. “We encourage everyone to learn how they can keep themselves, their families and their co-workers healthy.” 
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 900 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 114,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent nearly 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 18,800 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community. Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Mary Navarro serves as the board chair.
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