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For Immediate Release

Red Cross Aid Reaches Haiti
Support from Central Ohio and Columbus residents is getting to Haiti.

Columbus, January 18, 2010 – Red Cross workers from around the world as well as several thousands of local volunteers are addressing urgent needs and mobilizing a massive response operation in Haiti.  The Red Cross is providing a wide range of help and support in the form of food, water, relief supplies, field hospitals, emotional support, sanitation facilities and family linking services for the people of Haiti. 

American Red Cross President and CEO Gail McGovern is in the Dominican Republic today, meeting with Red Cross leadership from around the world and will travel to Haiti on Tuesday to visit relief operations. 

Today, American Red Cross workers are delivering basic supplies to people gathering in camps near Croix Deprez, and first aid posts have been set up outside the damaged Red Cross office and a downtown Port-au-Prince hospital where volunteers cleaning and stitching up wounds and triaging people for surgery. Two additional Red Cross hospitals and three health outreach teams are expected to be operational today. 

In the days ahead, the American Red Cross will begin to provide supplies for temporary shelters in Haiti. Kits, containing tarps, rope and tools, as well as tents and blankets, will be made available for an initial 20,000 families.  The Red Cross is also training dozens of Creole-speaking volunteers who will work as translators on the USNS Comfort when Haitians will be brought aboard for medical care. 
The Red Cross spent the weekend delivering clean drinking water to survivors gathering in six different communities and built latrines to help address sanitation issues within those communities. Planes and trucks carrying Red Cross humanitarian assistance arrived in the region, delivering a field hospital and much needed materials such as tarps, blankets, hygiene items, buckets, shelter supplies and kitchen sets. Three additional shipments of relief items should arrive on Monday and Tuesday in the Dominican Republic before being trucked into Haiti. 

- more - 
“Our focus now is on the immediate relief for the people of Haiti, but make no mistake, this is going to be a massive long-term recovery operation,” explained Michael Carroll, CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. “Terrible times like these bring out the best in people, and we are grateful for the support being given to the American Red Cross.”
· People can donate in support of the relief effort in Haiti at www.redcross.org or by calling 1-800-REDCROSS. Mobile donors can text “Haiti” to 90999 to make a $10 contribution. 
· We are not accepting volunteers to travel to Haiti. If you would like to volunteer for the American Red Cross in your community, please contact your local chapter.
· Persons in Haiti and abroad can search for and register the names of relatives missing since the earthquake at www.icrc.org/familylinks. The International Committee of the Red Cross is helping to reconnect separated families within the country. 
· People trying to locate U.S. citizens living or traveling in Haiti should contact the U.S. Department of State, Office of Overseas Citizens Services, at 1-888-407-4747 or (202) 647-5225. 

You can help the victims of countless crises, like the recent earthquake in Haiti, around the world each year by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross International Response Fund, which will provide immediate relief and long-term support through supplies, technical assistance and other support to help those in need. The American Red Cross honors donor intent. If you wish to designate your donation to a specific disaster, please do so at the time of your donation by mailing your donation with the designation to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, D.C. 20013 or to your local American Red Cross chapter. Donations to the International Response Fund can be made by phone at 1-800-REDCROSS or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish) or online at www.redcross.org
About the American Red Cross:
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies nearly half of the nation’s blood; teaches lifesaving skills; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a charitable organization — not a government agency — and depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform its mission. For more information, please visit www.redcross.org.
###

Editorial Note:  The American Red Cross is not accepting in-kind donations of supplies, food, clothing, etc. The best way for people to help is by making a financial donation.  
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