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For Immediate Release
Help America Saturday on December 6, 2008

Be Part of Something BIG!

December 1, 2008 — American Red Cross chapters across Ohio are encouraging residents to Help America on Saturday, December 6, 2008 by preparing themselves for disaster and by supporting Red Cross efforts to bring aid and comfort to hundreds of thousands of people across the country, and right here in central OH, after disaster strikes. 

On Dec. 6, visit http://columbus.redcross.org to take a free online tutorial and see how simple it is to complete the three actions to preparedness: get a kit, make a plan and be informed. The ten minute Be Red Cross Ready presentation, available in English and Spanish, includes a downloadable disaster supplies kit checklist and emergency contact card. 
While online, make a financial donation to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. Over the past year, the cost of providing disaster relief has rapidly outpaced contributions to the American Red Cross, depleting the Disaster Relief Fund and forcing our organization to incur significant debt in order to continue providing the emergency life-saving services which Americans have come to expect and rely upon in crucial times of need. We ask all Ohioans to Help America by supporting the Disaster Relief Fund. 
“Every region of our country is vulnerable to disasters of some type like flooding, severe storms, high winds, power outages, tornadoes, or earthquakes,” said Michael Carroll, CEO, American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. “Here in Ohio, home fires are our most frequent disaster. As we enter into cold weather months when uses of alternative heating solutions, holiday decorations and candles increase, it’s imperative that citizens take the time to Be Red Cross Ready and that the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund is strong.” 

Contact your local Red Cross office or visit them online to learn about Help America activities in your neighborhood. Not sure which Red Cross office serves your community? Visit Columbus.redcross.org and click on About the Red Cross for a listing of Ohio offices. 

All American Red Cross disaster assistance is free, made possible by voluntary donations of time and money from the American people. You can help the victims of thousands of disasters across the country each year by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund, which enables the Red Cross to provide shelter, food, counseling and other assistance to victims of disaster. The American Red Cross honors donor intent. If you wish to designate your donation to a specific disaster please do so at the time of your donation. Call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish). Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund may be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. Internet users can make a secure online contribution by visiting www.redcross.org. 
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Contact: Lynn Cook �614.253.2740 ext. 2477 Cell: 614.332.4929
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