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American Red Cross, Grainger and AEP Ohio 
Prepare Greater Columbus to be Ready When the Time Comes

Local Companies Train Workforce to Serve as Disaster Response Volunteers
Columbus, OH (September 30, 2008) – Ready When the Time Comes, a new program from the American Red Cross and Grainger, will officially launch in the greater Columbus area Saturday, Oct. 4, during a full-scale emergency shelter simulation.  The program trains employees from local companies to assist the Red Cross before disasters strike.  The event will be held at the Peace Lutheran Church, 455 Clark State Rd., Gahanna, OH 43230 beginning with a press conference at 10:00 a.m. 
Ready When the Time Comes allows the Red Cross to recruit and train disaster relief volunteers from local companies that can be mobilized quickly.  Volunteers receive specialized training in crucial disaster response, such as shelter operations, large-scale feeding efforts, logistics and damage assessment.  In the event of a local large-scale disaster, the Red Cross can count on Ready When the Time Comes corporate partners to support their disaster response efforts.  Recently, 25 RWTC volunteers from several local corporate partners were activated to support an emergency shelter at the Rhodes Center on the Ohio State Fairgrounds after Hurricane Ike winds caused damage and wide-spread power outages. 
“Fires, floods, tornadoes and even hurricanes have impacted us in central Ohio and can strike again at a moments notice,” said Michael Carroll, CEO, American Red Cross of Greater Columbus.  “While the Red Cross is always ready to extend a warm, safe place for our neighbors in need, we know in times of crisis, we must work together with our partners to help provide vital relief services.”

Two local companies are spearheading this effort with the American Red Cross.  Grainger, a local provider of facilities maintenance supplies, is the national founding sponsor of the program. AEP Ohio is the local lead sponsor of Ready When the Time Comes in the greater Columbus area.

"The greatest resource a business can contribute to disaster relief efforts is its employees," said Michael Sisk, Grainger’s Commercial Sales Vice President - East.  “We’ve been part of this community for nearly 60 years.  Our employees live, work and raise their families here.  We care about our neighbors and we’re committed to doing our part to help them if and when the need arises.”
As national founding sponsor, Grainger presented the American Red Cross with a $1 million donation in 2006 to seed Ready When the Time Comes programs in 16 Red Cross chapters nationwide, including the ARC of Greater Columbus. The program has quickly grown into an example of how businesses across the nation are getting involved to ensure their communities are prepared to respond when disasters strike. To date, more than 150 companies and organizations across the country have joined the program, including Sprint, Anheuser-Busch, American Express, Citigroup, State Farm, Oracle, Blockbuster, and now AEP Ohio.  The number of trained volunteers stands at more than 5,000.

“AEP Ohio is proud to join the Ready When the Time Comes family,” said Joseph Hamrock, President and Chief Operating Officer of AEP Ohio.  "We have long been partners with the Red Cross and appreciate the impact this important program will have on our communities. We thank all the organizations that have embraced this unique effort and invite other local companies to get involved.  Together, we can make a positive and lasting impact in our community when it’s needed most.”

About the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus 
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer. Sustained by over 700 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 97,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent more than 800 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The Community Transportation Program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging more than 19,600 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community. 

Contributions may be mailed to the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus, 995 East Broad St., Columbus, OH 43205.  Internet users can make a secure online contribution by visiting http://columbus.redcross.org. Companies interested in learning more about Ready When the Time Comes can call (614) 253-2740 ext. 2561. 
About Grainger
W.W. Grainger, Inc. (NYSE: GWW), with 2007 sales of $6.4 billion, is the leading broad line supplier of facilities maintenance products serving businesses and institutions in Canada, China, Mexico and the United States. Through a highly integrated network including more than 600 branches, 18 distribution centers and multiple Web sites, Grainger's employees help customers get the job done.

About AEP Ohio
AEP Ohio provides electricity to nearly 1.5 million customers of major AEP subsidiaries Columbus Southern Power Company and Ohio Power Company in Ohio, and Wheeling Power Company in the northern panhandle of West Virginia. AEP Ohio is based in Gahanna, Ohio. The company serves all or part of 61 counties in Ohio and two in West Virginia. 

American Electric Power is one of the largest electric utilities in the United States, delivering electricity to more than 5 million customers in 11 states. AEP ranks among the nation’s largest generators of electricity, owning nearly 38,000 megawatts of generating capacity in the U.S. AEP also owns the nation’s largest electricity transmission system, a nearly 39,000-mile network that includes more 765 kilovolt extra-high voltage transmission lines than all other U.S. transmission systems combined. AEP’s transmission system directly or indirectly serves about 10 percent of the electricity demand in the Eastern Interconnection, the interconnected transmission system that covers 38 eastern and central U.S. states and eastern Canada, and approximately 11 percent of the electricity demand in ERCOT, the transmission system that covers much of Texas. AEP’s utility units operate as AEP Ohio, AEP Texas, Appalachian Power (in Virginia and West Virginia), AEP Appalachian Power (in Tennessee), Indiana Michigan Power, Kentucky Power, Public Service Company of Oklahoma, and Southwestern Electric Power Company (in Arkansas, Louisiana and east Texas). AEP’s headquarters are in Columbus, Ohio. 
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