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Six blood types drop to critical levels
Red Cross issues urgent plea for blood donors
COLUMBUS – The American Red Cross Central Ohio Blood Services Region is issuing an urgent appeal for blood donors.  The need for blood has outpaced the number of people giving, which has caused the local blood supply to drop to critically low levels.
Today started out with six of the eight blood types below the minimum inventory standard required to meet the needs of area hospitals served with blood products.   Of greatest concern are critically low inventories of types A-positive, A-negative, B-positive, B-negative, O-positive, and O-negative, the universal red cell.  Approximately 100 pints of O-negative are needed daily, and the current inventory is just 4 pints.  More than 380 pints of O-positive are needed daily, and the current inventory is 66 pints.  Currently there is a zero inventory of B-negative. 
The Central Ohio Region of the Red Cross supports patients at 39 area hospitals across 27 counties.  Approximately 650 donors are needed daily in the area to meet the need.

“We are now unable to meet hospitals’ requests for most of the blood types,” said Rodney Wilson, local Red Cross spokesperson.  “We have seriously struggled in recent weeks, trying to keep our supplies at more manageable levels. Our minimum inventory standard is a three-day supply with anything less a serious cause for concern.”
The local Red Cross is working with hospitals to carefully manage the very limited local red blood cell inventory, moving blood products on hospital shelves to where they are most needed.  Low inventories across the country prevent other Red Cross regions from providing assistance.  Already neighboring Red Cross Regions in Toledo, Cleveland, Detroit, and Lansing have reached critically low blood levels as well.
“Those willing to donate are needed immediately,” Wilson said.  “At this point, we’re concerned about meeting routine needs.  We are not adequately positioned to support an extraordinary need that can occur at any time.”
Every two seconds someone in America needs blood, but only about 3% of the population donates. Donations of all blood types are needed immediately. Blood transfusions are used for trauma victims, heart surgery, organ transplants, women suffering from complications during childbirth, and patients receiving treatment for leukemia, cancer or other diseases. If not for the commitment of volunteer blood donors, the lives of these patients would be in jeopardy. 

If you do not know your blood type, donating is one way you can find out.  For information on open blood drives, call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE, or visit the Central Ohio Region’s Web site at BloodSavesLives.org.  Blood donors must be at least 17 years of age, weigh a minimum of 110 pounds and be in general good health.
Red Cross Donor Centers have extended hours:  You can give blood at one of four Red Cross donor center located At StoneRidge in Gahanna, Carriage Place in Dublin, Westbelt Business Park in Hilliard, or Polaris donor center just west of the Fashion Place Mall.  Call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE for hours.
Cool summer incentives:  Those who come to donate blood can receive great gifts including discount coupons to Cedar Point, a chance to win a lease on a Saturn VUE or a chance to win $100 gas cards.
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