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For Immediate Release

American Red Cross Urges Preparedness in September and Beyond
National Preparedness Month a Reminder to Prepare for Emergencies Before They Happen
September 4, 2008 – While American Red Cross workers are helping hundreds of thousands of individuals impacted by the 2008 Hurricanes, chapters across the country are also working this September to help individuals, families, schools and businesses take action to “Be Red Cross Ready” for all types of disasters and emergencies by: 1) getting a kit, 2) making a plan, and 3) being informed. 

“Preparing ahead of time will help you respond better in a disaster or emergency, and may even save your life,” said Michael Carroll, CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus.  “Prepared citizens mean better prepared communities. We want to teach people the skills they need to prepare for and keep their families safer in a disaster or emergency.” 

You can learn how to “Be Red Cross Ready” in just three simple steps: 1) Get a kit, 2) Make a plan and 3) Be informed, by visiting www.redcross.org/BeRedCrossReady. As a special gift, visitors who take the online Pledge to Prepare will receive a coupon for 10 percent off the Personal Emergency Preparedness Pack at the RedCross.org store during September.

Now in its fifth year, National Preparedness Month is a nationwide effort sponsored by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security to raise public awareness about the importance of preparing for all types of emergencies. This year DHS has added a fourth step, Get Involved, to remind people of the need for everyone’s involvement to make preparedness a community effort. 

“Getting involved can mean different things for different people,” said Carroll, and this new step gives everyone the opportunity to do what works best for them, whether it’s taking a personal preparedness action like getting a kit, or helping their community to be better prepared by giving blood or volunteering.”  

The Red Cross will always be there to provide relief in times of disasters. Currently more than 4,000 Red Cross disaster workers and nearly 300 Emergency Response Vehicles, including the one stationed in Columbus, are in Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas staffing emergency shelters and caring for those displaced by the severe weather. With more storms on the way, the Red Cross needs your help now more than ever.  You can help people affected by thousands of disasters across the country each year, disasters like the Hurricanes of 2008, by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund. 
Donate online at www.redcross.org or by calling 1-800-REDCROSS. You can also use your cell phone to donate $5 to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund by text messaging the keyword “GIVE” to “2HELP” (24357). 

All American Red Cross disaster assistance is free, made possible by voluntary donations of time and money from the American people. You can help the victims of thousands of disasters across the country each year, disasters like the Hurricanes of 2008, by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund, which enables the Red Cross to provide shelter, food, counseling and other assistance to victims of disaster. The American Red Cross honors donor intent. If you wish to designate your donation to a specific disaster please do so at the time of your donation. 
Call 1-800-REDCROSS or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish). Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund may be sent to the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus at 995 East Broad St., Columbus, OH 43205 or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. Internet users can make a secure online contribution by visiting www.redcross.org.
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