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Columbus Resident Heads West to Assist Victims of Weekend Tornadoes
May 7, 2007 – Raymond Collier, Emergency Services Director for the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus, left for Pratt, Kansas Monday morning to play a leadership role in the Red Cross recovery efforts in response to Friday’s devastating tornadoes. A deadly tornado struck southwestern Kansas Friday night, destroying most of the town of Greensburg. As local officials continue search and rescue efforts in Greensburg, KS, the American Red Cross is preparing safe shelter, food and relief services for those affected by the tornado. 

Red Cross staff, volunteers, emergency response vehicles (ERVs) and mobile feeding units are mobilizing from Red Cross Chapters across the country to help their neighbors in need. Red Cross workers have set up emergency shelters in the affected Kansas counties, providing food, water and other services. Collier is traveling to the area to work in a leadership role directing public affairs, fundraising and ethics divisions of the relief effort. He will stay in the area for up to three weeks if necessary. “We train for these situations, and I am eager to get on the ground and begin helping,” said Collier. 
Due to widespread power and telecommunication outages, family and friends may not be able to reach each other. If you know of anyone affected by the tornado, please visit www.redcross.org and click on Safe and Well to see if those affected have registered. This secure website provides a way for those affected to identify themselves as "safe and well."  
“Events like these remind us that in central Ohio we are not safe from disasters,” commented Michael Carroll, CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus. “Tornadoes can and do occur here and we encourage everyone to be prepared.” 

-more-

American Red Cross – Add One
American Red Cross disaster assistance is free, made possible by voluntary donations of time and money from the American people. You can help the victims of this and thousands of other disasters across the country each year by making a financial gift to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund, which enables the Red Cross to provide shelter, food, counseling and other assistance to those in need. Call 1-800-HELP NOW or 1-800-257-7575 (Spanish). Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund may be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P. O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. Internet users can make a secure online contribution by visiting www.redcross.org. 

*Editor’s note: Severe weather safety tips are attached. CEO Carroll is available for interviews. 
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