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AT&T Foundation Makes Grant to 
the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus 
January 12, 2007 – American Red Cross of Greater Columbus volunteers respond to approximately one disaster every day of the year. At each disaster scene they meet with the client to determine their needs and then begin filling out forms required to disburse assistance including food, clothing and shelter assistance. A recently awarded grant in the amount of $24,078 from the AT&T Foundation will make this process more efficient and with greater accountability by equipping the volunteers with rugged laptop computers to use in the field. 

“The AT&T Foundation grant will allow us to purchase seven rugged laptops for use during disasters. These will not only enhance our service to clients at individual disasters such as home fires, but will also be used during large-scale disasters including winter storms and flooding when shelters are necessary,” said Michael Carroll, CEO of the local Red Cross. The grant will have a wide reaching impact on the disaster services program including streamlining the client interview process, allowing teams at the scene of a disaster to link to the National American Red Cross client assistance network to provide real-time data on disaster responses and lessoning the potential for fraud. 

Responding to more than 381 disaster operations last year, American Red Cross of Greater Columbus volunteers provided 491 families with more than $248,000 in financial assistance. 
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 700 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to nearly 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 113,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent more than 800 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 17,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Sally Bloomfield serves as the board chair. 
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