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For Immediate Release

Red Cross receives funding to improve disaster and transportation services 
Safelite AutoGlass Foundation, Ingram-White Castle Foundation, The Reinberger Foundation award grants
Editor’s Note: Visit youtube.com/user/ARCGreaterColumbus to meet Ms. Daisy, a Community Transportation Program client
December 20, 2011 – Safelite AutoGlass Foundation awarded a grant to the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus of $25,000 to purchase a vehicle for its Community Transportation Program. 

The American Red Cross Community Transportation Program provides economical and accessible transportation to medical appointments, easing one of the most significant barriers to healthcare confronting older adults today.  With additional funding support from the United Way of Central Ohio, the service provided nearly 15,000 trips for local residents last year. Thanks to JP Morgan Chase, the service was expanded to provide safe transportation for residents living in the Weinland Park neighborhood of Columbus two years ago as well.

The Ingram-White Castle Foundation granted the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus $20,000 for the organization’s local disaster relief, readiness and preparedness programs. The Reinberger Foundation expressed their support with a grant of $5,000. 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus distributed more than $208,000 in direct financial assistance to disaster victims last year.  In Franklin County alone, this assistance included 700 overnight stays in hotels; 21,500 meals; bedding and linens, valued at $150 per person, for 78 families; and clothing for 188 families. In addition, in Franklin County ARCGC funded relocation expenses for 89 families, 20 percent of the clients served, including paying first month rent and/or security deposit, averaging $563 per family. 
In addition to assisting families after disaster strikes, the Red Cross educates residents to take action to avoid becoming disaster victims and to cope effectively when these disasters can’t be avoided through their Be Red Cross Ready presentations. Readiness activities, like volunteer/staff training and development, maintenance of critical partnerships, and acquisition of supplies, ensure that the Red Cross is ready to meet our responsibilities, assigned by the U.S. Congress, the State of Ohio, and Franklin County Emergency Management and Homeland Security, when large and small disasters strike. 
“We couldn’t provide services to our communities without the commitment of these amazing corporate partners,” expressed Michael Carroll, American Red Cross of Greater Columbus CEO. “We value their passion for improving the lives of the citizens living in our community.”
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated nearly 100,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent 500 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 15,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Kirt Walker serves as the board chair.
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