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For Immediate Release

Meijer Donates $250,000 to Red Cross Chapters
December 20, 2010 - The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is honored to announce that Meijer, the Grand Rapids, Mich.-based retailer, has made a gift of $250,000 to support Red Cross chapters. The gift specifically supports the work of Red Cross chapters located within the five state region where Meijer operates its 194 stores, including Ohio,  Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and Kentucky. 
The American Red Cross is the largest volunteer-based humanitarian organization in the world and is guided by its mission to “provide relief to victims of disaster and help people prevent, prepare for, and respond to emergencies.” Working in partnership with local emergency agencies, other nonprofits, and committed financial partners like Meijer, the Red Cross is able to provide all of its disaster services at no cost to the public. 
In 1934, Meijer opened its first store with a philosophy that is still practiced today – meeting the needs of customers and the communities they serve. So it comes as no surprise that Meijer has become one of the most well-known and beloved hometown corporations in the state of Michigan. A family-owned business that consistently puts the customer first, Meijer’s core values bring a tradition of community spirit to everything they do. 
Meijer’s gift will support disaster and response services. Since 2005, throughout Meijer’s five state reach, the American Red Cross has: 
• Responded to 58,732 disasters 

• Assisted 76,732 families 

• Hosted more than 3,745,130 attendees at Community Disaster Education Presentations 

The partnership between Meijer and the American Red Cross is strong. In 2008, when 29 counties in Indiana were invaded by floodwaters and it was declared a federal disaster area, the Red Cross established 19 shelters providing assistance to nearly 4,000 residents. In response to the disaster, Meijer not only provided financial assistance to the Red Cross but also provided meals to the 900 volunteers. 
“The American Red Cross is grateful for this generous gift,” says Michael Carroll, CEO for the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus, “We are deeply thankful to Meijer and its team members for all of their extraordinary work as a committed friend, partner and community leader.” 

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 100,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 19,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Kirt Walker serves as the board chair.
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