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For Immediate Release

The American Red Cross Helps Seniors to Continue to Live Independently 

New Lifeline with AutoAlert Option is the perfect gift giving option during the holiday season.
Nov. 30, 2010 - The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus has been providing the Lifeline Service to the greater Columbus community for over 3 years.  Each holiday season we find that while the holidays are a festive time of year, it is also a stressful time. Families get together during the holidays and realize that their senior loved ones could use additional support and know they can’t always be there to provide it for them. The Lifeline Service can be a gift of lasting value for caregivers to give to their loved ones who want to continue living independently. 

The Lifeline Service provides fast access to highly trained, caring response associates at the push of a button, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.  The Lifeline with AutoAlert option provides an added layer of protection by automatically placing a call for help if a fall is detected and the subscriber can’t push their button because they are disoriented, immobilized or unconscious.  Lifeline is the only medical alert service provider that integrates this capability into a pendant-style help button. 

Seniors are living longer and remaining in their own homes; however, falls have become an epidemic problem that jeopardizes seniors’ chances to live independently.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, every year in the U.S., one out of three people age 65 and over will fall.1 This statistic translates to 13.3 million people who will fall in 2010, or one person falling every 2.3 seconds on average.2 The Lifeline service can give elders living alone, family members and caregivers’ increased peace of mind not only during the holidays but every day of the year. 

 “We are very proud of the service we provide our seniors, which helps them continue living in the homes they love. We are especially driven during this holiday season to help more at-risk seniors remain independent, so that they can share in the festivities with their family and friends in the homes that they love”, says Michael Carroll, American Red Cross of Greater Columbus CEO.” Holidays should be a time for celebration, not worry.”  

 For more information or to order the Lifeline service for you or someone you love, please call the American Red Cross Lifeline program at 1-800-959-6989. There is special holiday offer until December 31, 2010 for first month free and free installation* – a $125 value when you mention code: HM8
About the American Red Cross 

The American Red Cross helps people prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies. Last year, almost a million volunteers and 35,000 employees helped victims of almost 75,000 disasters; taught lifesaving skills to millions; and helped U.S. service members separated from their families stay connected. Almost 4 million people gave blood through the Red Cross, the largest supplier of blood and blood products in the United States. The American Red Cross is part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. An average of 91 cents of every dollar the Red Cross spends is invested in humanitarian services and programs. The Red Cross is not a government agency; it relies on donations of time, money, and blood to do its work.

About Philips Lifeline 

Part of Philips Home Healthcare Solutions, Philips Lifeline is the leading medical alert service, dedicated to helping give seniors more confidence and peace of mind to live independently in their own homes. The Lifeline service is offered by more than 2,500 healthcare and community organizations and provides services to more than 700,000 subscribers.   

1. CDC, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Fact Sheet on Falls. http://www.cdc.gov/HomeandRecreationalSafety/Falls/adultfalls.html. Original Study as noted in CDC report: Hausdorff JM, Rios DA, Edelber HK. Gait variability and fall risk in community–living older adults: a 1–year prospective study. Archives of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 2001;82(8):1050–6.

2.  U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division, Interim State Population Projections, 2005.  Interim State Projections of Population for Five-Year Age Groups and Selected Age Groups by Sex: July, 1 2004 to 2020.
*Not to be combined with any other offer and subject to change without notice.  Offer valid for new orders only.  Applicable tax may be applied.  Monthly service and shipping and handling fees apply. AutoAlert option is locally available at participating Lifeline programs.  AutoAlert does not detect 100% of falls. If able, subscribers should always press your button when you need help. 

###

The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 100,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 19,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Kirt Walker serves as the board chair.
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