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For Immediate Release
Red Cross Opens Emergency Shelter

Open to residents unable to remain in their homes due to severe winter weather

Note to media: The Hilliard location is the only Red Cross emergency shelter open in Franklin County at this time. There have been reports of a Red Cross shelter in Dublin which are not accurate. 
February 2, 2011 — The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus has opened an emergency shelter at the Hilliard United Methodist Church, 5445 Scioto Darby Rd., Hilliard 43026 for residents impacted by this week’s severe winter weather. 

Residents who have lost power as a result of the ice and winds are welcome to stay at the emergency shelter where food, minor first aid and a shoulder to lean on will be provided.  People should plan to take blankets and pillows, medication for 24 hours, point of contact numbers for relatives and friends as well as photo identification with them to the shelter. This emergency shelter is not suitable for individuals with special medical needs. 
Those in need of free transportation to an emergency shelter should call Franklin County Emergency Management and Homeland Security (FCEM&HS) at 614-794-0213, where they will be connected with a Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) representative, according to Michael R. Pannell, director of FCEM&HS. 

The Red Cross offers the following tips for those in the affected area to stay safer: 

· Go to a designated public shelter if your home loses power or heat.

· Avoid driving when conditions include sleet, freezing rain or drizzle, snow or dense fog.

· Before tackling strenuous tasks in cold temperatures, consider your physical condition, the weather
factors and the nature of the task.


· Protect yourself from frostbite and hypothermia by wearing warm, loose-​fitting, lightweight clothing in several layers. Stay indoors, if possible.


· Help people who require special assistance such as elderly people living alone, people with disabilities and children.


· Check on your animals and make sure that their access to food and water is not blocked by snow drifts, ice or other obstacles. If possible, bring them indoors.

· Never use a generator, grill, camp stove or other gasoline, propane, natural gas or charcoal burning devices inside a home, garage, basement, crawlspace or any partially enclosed area.


About the American Red Cross:
You can help people affected by disasters like severe winter weather, as well as countless crises at home and around the world, by making a donation to support American Red Cross Disaster Relief. Your gift enables the Red Cross to prepare for and provide shelter, food, emotional support and other assistance in response to disasters. Visit www.redcross.org or call 1-800-RED-CROSS. Contributions may also be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013.
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