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For Immediate Release
Michael G. Morris to Receive Red Cross Honor
November 17, 2010 – Michael G. Morris, chairman, president and chief executive officer of American Electric Power (AEP) has been chosen to receive the 2011 American Red Cross Humanitarian of the Year award; the 15th recipient of the honor bestowed upon those who have improved lives in greater Columbus and beyond. 
As one of the nation’s leading voices in the voluntary reduction of carbon emissions and a legislative solution to the climate change issue, Morris is well-known for his management style of motivation and encouragement. He once explained to CEO Q Magazine, “I learned early in my career that managing through motivation and encouragement is the strongest way to get things done. … We (AEP) have become more agile by listening, learning and partnering with others to meet our challenges.” 
Morris joined AEP in 2004 after serving as president and CEO of Northeast Utilities System and earlier, Consumers Energy. He is past chairman of the Edison Electric Institute and the Institute of Nuclear Power Operations. He also serves on the U.S. Department of Energy’s Electricity Advisory Board, the National Governors Association’s Task Force on Electricity Infrastructure, Business Roundtable, and is chairman of the Columbus Downtown Development Corporation and Capitol South. He serves as a director of the boards of Alcoa, Batelle and The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. 
Born in Fremont OH, Morris graduated from Eastern Michigan University with both bachelors and masters degrees in biology. He received a law degree, cum laude, from the Detroit College of Law and is a member of the Michigan Bar Association.  

Mike Morris joins an outstanding roster of individuals who, according to American Red Cross of Greater Columbus CEO Michael Carroll, “prove that you don’t have to look beyond our own communities to find great humanitarians.” Previously honored humanitarians include:
	1997
	Dimon R. McFerson
	2004
	Teckie Shackelford

	1998
	John G. and Jeanne McCoy
	2005
	Robert J. Weiler, Sr.

	1999
	Frank Wobst
	2006
	Nancy Jeffrey

	2000
	John H. McConnell
	2007
	Ron and Ann Pizzuti

	2001
	Reverend Leon Troy, Sr. 
	2008
	Carl F. Kohrt

	2002
	Loann W. Crane
	2009
	Ingram Family

	2003
	Alex Shumate
	2010 
	Jay and Jeanie Schottenstein


In its 15th year, the Humanitarian of the Year award will be presented during a luncheon program on May 3, 2011 at the Hyatt Regency Columbus. White Castle is this year’s Presenting Sponsor. Additional sponsorship opportunities and individual reservations are available. Call 614.253.2740 ext. 2427 or email Stephenie Robertson at RobertsonSt@usa.redcross.org for more information. 

The Humanitarian of the Year luncheon honors an outstanding community representative and provides more than 500 business and community leaders with an entertaining and educational opportunity to become better acquainted with the work of the Red Cross. Proceeds from individual and table sales, as well as corporate sponsorships, help the Red Cross fulfill its mission.
The American Red Cross of Greater Columbus is dedicated to helping make families and communities safer at home and around the world. Sustained by over 1000 volunteers, the Red Cross provides assistance to more than 500 families each year after home fires and other disasters strike. Last year the organization trained and educated more than 100,000 area residents in vital lifesaving skills like first aid, CPR and how to prepare for emergencies. The Red Cross also sent 600 emergency messages between members of the military and their families. The community transportation program provides rides to medical appointments for seniors and individuals with disabilities, logging nearly 19,000 trips last year. All these programs and more are made possible by the donations of time and money from the greater Columbus community.  Michael Carroll is the CEO of the American Red Cross of Greater Columbus and Kirt Walker serves as the board chair.
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